ii network provided professional communication resources for women religious communities nationwide. Communications was seen as the key to changing the traditional public image of nuns and helping people understand and value the sisters' new roles in a variety of ministries. It was through this work that Liz met Norman Lear, a television producer who created "All in the Family," who sought her advice on a television show that would feature the changing roles of Catholic nuns.
Publisher and Community Builder
Elizabeth Thoman had a vision for a magazine that could inform people about how to live sensibly with media. A tall, vibrant and attractive person, with a direct blue-eyed gaze and a commanding presence, Liz was effective in enrolling others in her ambitious vision. When she founded Media&Values Magazine in 1977, it was an extension of a class project that she developed as a student at USC, working under Professor Richard Byrne (Thoman 1977) . Liz imagined a magazine that would explore the values questions raised by the transition "from the Industrial Age to the coming Information Age" (Brown, 1991, 45) . Working solo and later with a talented editorial team including Jay Davis and Rosalind Silver, the magazine ran for 16 years (63 issues), tackling such issues as media and war, gender stereotypes and racism in the media, media regulation, children and media and more. The magazine featured short articles that translated key ideas from current academic research and communication policy to inform a general readership including parents and teachers (RobbGrieco, 2014) .
As circulation of the magazine reached 10,000, Liz was motivated to create Center for Media Literacy in 1989, developing a website and creating curriculum materials including "Beyond Blame: Challenging Violence in the Media," which offered lesson plans, video clips and readings designed to help students of all ages develop critical thinking skills in responding to media violence (Thoman, 1995) .
When Liz attended a Canadian media literacy conference in Guelph, Ontario and a UNESCO sponsored-conference on media education in Toulouse, France in 1989, she was inspired to help coordinate American educators at the national level to advance the development of a media literacy movement. She worked with Charles Firestone of the Aspen Institute to develop the National Leadership Conference on Media Literacy, which was held in 1992. At this meeting, the definition of media literacy was formally established as the "ability to access, analyze, evaluate and create media in a wide variety of forms" (Aufderheide & Firestone, 1993) .
In 1993, Thoman worked with the National Catholic Education Association (NCEA) to produce "Catholic Connections to Media Literacy," the first faith-based media literacy curriculum packages developed for use in Catholic classrooms and parishes, serving a potential market of over seven million students in Catholic education (Iaquinto and Keeler, 2012) . After hosting a successful media literacy conference in Los Angeles in 1996, Elizabeth Thoman co-founded the Partnership for Media Education (with Renee Hobbs, Nancy Chase Garcia and Lisa Reisberg) to promote continued professional development in the field by hosting national conferences to bring the media literacy community together for dialogue, collaboration and networking (Jolls, 2011) . In 2001 PME evolved into the Alliance for a Media Literate America (AMLA), which was renamed the National Association for Media Literacy Education (NAMLE) as the official membership organization for the field (Bordac, 2014) Elizabeth Thoman also offered professional development programs in the Los Angeles area and developed the Felton Scholars program, a competitivelyselected group of educators who participated in an in-depth professional development program (Center for Media Literacy, 1997). When Thoman discovered the work of Paolo Freire, she developed a conceptualization of media literacy as an empowerment spiral that includes the practice of awareness, analysis, reflection and action. This work extended her thinking about media discernment, a term used to refer to "a process of engaging with popular culture that is thoughtful, nuanced, and informed by religious belief" (Iaquinto and Keeler, 2014, 17) .
Elizabeth Thoman received a number of awards and recognition for her leading role in media literacy education. 
Photography for Creative Expression
Upon her retirement, Liz continued to develop her skills as a professional photographer by establishing Healing Petals, a collection of unique photographs to stimulate meditation, reflection and prayer in a process that is grounded in feminist spirituality, Buddhist philosophy, Christian theology and holistic health. In 2010, Saint Thomas Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee, commissioned a iv collection of her photographs to be installed in each of nearly 300 patient rooms. Elizabeth Thoman was a member of the Congregation of the Humility of Mary, a contemporary religious community which welcomed Liz's mission to bring media literacy to the world. Near the end of her life, as her health declined, she moved back to Iowa to support her religious community and be supported by their love and care.
As an artist, educator, editor, publisher, activist and a woman of faith, Thoman recognized the transformative power of critical questions and helped many people to see media literacy as a form of inquiry that helps people to explore their complex relationship with media, technology and popular culture. As Deidre Langan Morganthaler wrote on Facebook after learning about her death, "A great loss to the media literacy community but what a legacy she leaves!"
